ANNUAL REPORT 2014 – 2015
SECTION 1 - MEMBERSHIP, OFFICERS AND SECRETARIAT
1.1 MEMBERSHIP
A total of 409Associations were correctly affiliated in season 2014/15.

1.2 CHAIRMAN
Mike Spinks, despite not serving as Vice-Chair of the Association is no stranger to Membership, having served for over ten years as
National Competitions Manager. Throughout his tenure, Mike has dealt with more than his fair share of issues. Nevertheless, he has
approached solutions with a calm and dignified manner at a time of uncertainty and challenge within the Association.
Mike has kept Membership fully informed through his monthly circular and has had to preside at over 40 National Finals, the Jersey
Festival, numerous boys’ and girls’ International matches and training sessions, as well as attending regular meetings with The FA,
PFA and the Premier League. Additionally, Mike has found time to preside as ESCA Chairman for a second spell and as Secretary
to SAFIB. These combined with his role as ESFA Chair has meant that he has clocked up several thousand miles in travel this year.
Family connections with the Hilton Hotel Group mean that there are very few Hilton hotels in the British Isles in which he hasn’t
stayed!
Mike is also coming to the end of his first season as ESFA Representative to The FA. Despite not being allowed FA Committee
membership, he did speak at a FA Development Committee against a proposed change to the Memorandum for School Children
which, if the proposal had gone ahead, would have had dire consequences for the future of Schools’ Representative Football.
It is often said that every good man has an equally good woman and during his term of Office as ESFA Chair, Mike has been ably
supported by his wife Heather who, as well as being often seen at his side, is also a season ticket holder at Norwich City.
On appointment Mike said he was surprised and honoured and would strive to do his best to maintain the excellent traditions of
those who have been fronting this organisation since its inception. Those who have met Mike on his travels round the country on
ESFA business throughout the season would agree that he has.

1.3 VICE-CHAIRMAN
Since his election as Vice-Chairman Alan Johnston has served the Association in a very positive manner at numerous ESFA events
and functions. He and the Chairman met in August 2014 to plan for the season ahead and Alan has deputised for the Chairman at
National Finals and a number of important meetings. Alan has proved to be a valued member of the ESFA / FA Partners Group
which meets on a regular basis to consider matters of mutual interest and concern. Alan is one of the few Council Members to run a
team that has achieved National Champion status. Alan’s Durham Under 16 County Boys won the ESFA / Premier League title this
season, beating Oxfordshire 3-0 in the National Final at Birmingham City

1.4 CHIEF EXECUTIVE
John Read retired as Chief Executive of the ESFA during the course of the season, having been in post from January 2001. In
addition to his work as Chief Executive he was also the ESFA’s representative on the FA Council for most of that time. He was a
member of the National Game Board, the Youth Committee, the Development Committee and the Small-sided Committee. He put
the ESFA’s viewpoints at these meetings with both passion and pride. He was instrumental in securing some excellent sponsorship
for the Association, including from Coca-Cola, the RAF Careers, Nutella, Danone and PlayStation. John was also a great supporter
of the ESFA Under 18 Schoolboy team, and it was largely due to John’s enthusiasm that a Girls International Under 15 team was set
up. The ESFA is grateful to John Read for all the work he did for the Association. A suitable gift from Membership will be
presented to him in due course

1.5 STAFFING
The staff in Stafford have excelled themselves this season with their support for the work of the Association. Without a Chief
Executive they have worked tirelessly under the direction of the Head of Administration, Lorna Blakeman. Lorna has been ably
supported by Sue Gifford with the International programme of matches as well as a myriad of other tasks. Dawn Howard, the ESFA
Finance Officer, is a most efficient member of staff and she has once again overseen all the arrangements for the Isle of Wight
Festival. The members of the National Competitions Department, led by Darren Alcock, have had responsibility for the organisation
of 41 National Competitions this season. The fact that all have been successfully concluded is testament to his work and that of Ed
Mitchell and a new colleague, Sarah Kearney, who joined the ESFA in June 2014. David Ebberson has been working with the
Premier League in an initiative involving Primary District teams. Away from headquarters two part-time members of staff, Martin
Duffield and Sarah DaCosta, have guided the Association through a number of important issues in their role as Child Welfare
Officers. Through the financial support of The FA, Andy Weston has been employed as a Football Development Manager. The
Officers and Trustees agreed to making him a permanent appointment and plans are in place for him to have an assistant in the
future.
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1.6 AUDITORS
The ESFA’s Auditors, Honorary and Professional, continue to provide the Association with sound advice, support and critical
friendship. The Honorary Auditors, P B Jordan MBE, D Lailey and D Prothero, all well-respected and greatly experienced schools’
football colleagues, visited the ESFA’s Offices for the annual audit and met with the Finance Officer, Mike Coyne (Chairman of
Trustees) and the Professional Auditors (Lancasters & Co). It is reassuring to the Trustees, Council and Membership that these three
colleagues perform their duties so conscientiously. Their report is appended to this Annual Report, and they have provided an
expanded report to Council.
Mark Ashton of Lancasters & Co continues to perform his professional duties on behalf of the Association with due diligence. The
long-standing relationship with the ESFA is greatly valued. Council wishes to record its thanks to our Honorary and Professional
Auditors for their work on behalf of the Association.

SECTION 2 – FINANCE AND SPONSORSHIP
2.1 FINANCE
After many years of operating with a surplus, the Association made a substantial loss in the 2014 Financial Year. Following the
setting of a balanced budget in August 2013, external factors beyond the ESFA’s control resulted in expenditure being incurred in
several areas that had not been anticipated. This, coupled with the cessation of long-standing flexibility in the allocation of
significant amounts of funding, created a challenging financial situation for the Trustees to manage. Those challenges remain,
despite identifying areas where savings can be made without affecting activities or staffing.
The ESFA’s new Business Plan, if accepted by the FA, will provide clarity for the Association and facilitate financial planning in
the short and medium terms. If sponsorship levels can be maintained, and crucial partnerships such as those with the Premier League
and PFA can be further developed, the ESFA should be able to meet the challenges of raising participation from the high levels that
already exist. Spreading good practice from those schools, districts and counties that provide an excellent range of footballing
opportunities is vital to the future well-being of the game in general and the ESFA in particular. More importantly, youngsters
should have access to those opportunities regardless of which school they attend, or in which district or county that school is located.
Funding those opportunities will ultimately be dependent on individual models of good practice, rather than a reliance on a
prescriptive approach determined by the ESFA. Underpinning those opportunities must be the educational ethos that gives the
ESFA its distinct and unique character.
Finally, the Trustees again wish to place on record thanks to the Association’s Finance Officer, Dawn Howard, for the quality of her
work in administering the ESFA’s finances during a particularly eventful year. Her expertise, willingness to assist with other duties,
and enthusiasm for the work of the ESFA remain real assets to the Association.

2.2 SPONSORSHIP
The ESFA has been fortunate to have a number of very supportive sponsors this season. Once again PlayStation have been involved
with another superb three-day event at the Madejski Stadium, the home of Reading Football Club, where fifteen National Finals
were successfully concluded between Monday 18 th and Wednesday 20th May. PlayStation staff and their excellent PR Company HPS
Jardine were much in evidence throughout the three days. The DANONE National Finals, which feature Primary School pupils, took
place at Lilleshall National Sports Centre in Shropshire on Saturday 13 th June. Thirty-two teams were involved during the day. The
Premier League supported three of our Under 16 Schools Cups and the ESFA is grateful for their continued support. Munich
Trophies, who supply all our cups and medals, were once again sponsors of the Indoor 5-a-side tournaments, the Finals of which
were held in Derby at the beginning of March.

SECTION 3 – COMMITTEE REPORTS
3.1 INTERNATIONAL MATCH, SELECTION & COACHING
The trials for the Under 18 Squad this year were again very extensive, with more players being watched at Area days and with the
Regional Teams playing each other at Lilleshall over a weekend in December. After two excellent games against the RAF (1-0) and
the Navy (8-0) the International Squad was selected. The first match against Australia at Stafford Town proved to be a tough and
disappointing encounter (1-2). Victory against Keele University (7-0) was followed by two further victories over Chesterfield
Academy (8-2) and Wolverhampton Academy (5-0) during a February training camp at Lilleshall proved to be ideal preparation for
the Centenary Shield.
Victories over Wales at Truro (2-0) and Scotland at Dumbarton (3-0), a draw against Northern Ireland at Eastleigh (2-2) and a loss
against the Republic of Ireland at Sligo (0-1) meant that England were Centenary Shield runners up for 2015. The squad again
visited primary schools before matches and proved to be perfect ambassadors for the ESFA. Andy Blight, in his first year as team
manager, deserves great credit for the way the boys performed both on and off the field. He was assisted by Ben Lavelle, Andy
Norwood, Steve Wilderspin and Arthur Tabor.
Following trials the Under 15 Girls Squad spent a successful training week in Portugal in preparation for their matches. Two
matches against local opposition, FC Sintrense and FAC Benfica resulted in wins, 6-0 and 8-0 respectively. The final opponents
before the Bob Docherty Tournament, the Republic of Ireland, were defeated (1-0) at Home Farm FC in Dublin.
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The SAFIB Bob Docherty Cup was this year held at the Toryglen Centre in Glasgow. Victory against Wales (2-0) followed by
draws against Republic of Ireland (2-2) and Northern Ireland (0-0) and finally a loss against Scotland (1-0) meant England finished
the tournament third. A big thank you to the management team of Miranda Hall, Amy Westmarland, Andy Williams, Rachel Brown
and Jordi Swanborough. A special thank you also to Rachel Yankey, who has acted as the team ambassador this year.
Despite the results being a disappointing end to the season for our international teams, the players` behaviour both on and off the
pitch have been exemplary and a credit to their schools, colleges, counties and the ESFA.

3.2 COMPETITIONS
The ESFA National Competition portfolio remains as popular as ever within our member schools. The inception of three new
secondary school tournaments allowed for the number of participating teams to rise to 6,423 - an increase of 237 teams on the
previous year’s total.
The organisation of the national finals period commenced with hosting the Deaf Schools’ tournaments, in conjunction with the
National Deaf Children’s Sports Association, at the Derby Powerleague on Tuesday 3 February. A month later the ESFA returned
to the Derby Powerleague to host the Under 12 Munich Trophies 5-a-side Schools’ Cup on Monday 2 March. This competition
continues to prove a very popular format of the game as Futsal continues to develop.
All five of the Under 18 School, College and Inter County national finals were all hosted before the school Easter holidays to avoid
clashes with exams and the remainder of the international season, thereafter. The ESFA wishes to place on record its appreciation to
Cambridge United, Doncaster Rovers and Fleetwood Town for allowing the ESFA to make use of their playing facilities well before
the end of the season.
The Premier League sponsorship was expanded to cover all three Under 16 Individual Schools’ Cup competitions. A set of playing
kit was presented to each team that reached the quarter finals of each competition via the hugely successful Premier League Players’
Kit Scheme. The three finals were held at Birmingham City FC’s St Andrew’s Stadium on Friday 1 May and was also covered live
by 247 television. Martyn Heather, the Head of Education and Welfare at the Premier League, and Monica Golding, Head of the
Premier League Charitable Fund, were on hand to present a replica of the Premier League Trophy to the captain of each of the three
winning school teams.
Northampton Town offered an excellent playing surface on Wednesday 6 May to host a double header between Lancashire and
Essex in the Under 14 and Under 16 Girls’ Inter County Trophy competitions. A very wet, but successful day for Lancashire, saw
them return home with both trophies.
On Friday 8 May, the ESFA returned to Birmingham City a week after being there previously, to host the Under 15 Inter
Association Trophy and Under 16 Inter County Trophy finals. The latter allowed an opportunity for ESFA Vice Chairman, Alan
Johnston, to showcase his expertise as the Durham team manager as he masterminded a convincing 3-0 victory for the north eastern
county.
A special mention must be reserved for Alan Bowen, the Stadium Manager at Everton Football Club, for allowing the ESFA to host
the Boys’ Under 14 Inter County Trophy and Under 13 Inter Association Trophy on Tuesday 12 May, before Everton’s last home
game of the season. This in itself is practically unheard of amongst Premier League clubs in current times, so it underpins Everton’s
position as the People’s Club and their support of the local community and schools’ football.
PlayStation continued their sponsorship of all the Under 12 – Under 15 competitions for a second season, offering great support via
their PR company, HPS Jardine and also raising the profile of the ESFA by staging ten ‘Tie of the Round’ events at schools across
England, from September to March. Personal appearances by Premier League footballers including Luke Shaw, Wes Brown, Adam
Lallana, Harry Kane, Aaron Ramsey, James Milner, Leighton Baines, Michael Dawson, Gary Cahill and Fraser Forster helped to
secure national media coverage on Sky Sports, BBC and ITV and articles reported in much of the nation’s written press. The
conclusion of the PlayStation Schools’ Cup saw the National Competitions Department manage fifteen national finals over three
consecutive days at Reading Football Club’s Madejski Stadium from Monday 18 to Wednesday 20 May, which were supported by
over 6,000 spectators. Andros Townsend, Aaron Ramsey and future star Nathaniel Chalobah were appointed as ambassadors for
each of the three days and all interacted wonderfully with the young players, spectators and media. Continuous live coverage of the
event was streamed via the PlayStation Schools’ Cup website and YouTube channel, which included commentary from former
Liverpool and England star, John Scales. Viewing impressions have been recorded in excess of 30,000 - many of which were in
school halls and classrooms which equates to many more individuals than the recorded figure. David Wilson, Sony Computer
Entertainment UK’s Head of PR, was present to help the ESFA Chairman and Vice Chairman present the commemorative medals
and trophies to the young players following their finals.
At the time of printing this report, the Under 11 Danone Nations Cup finals had been arranged to take place at Lilleshall National
Sports Centre on Saturday 13 June. The winners of the Inter-Association competition will be invited to represent England at the
Danone Nations World Cup finals which will be hosted in Morocco later in the year.
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The National Competitions Department, expertly led by Darren Alcock, has coped splendidly with the demands of organising so
many national competitions and events and maintaining strong relationships with all our major sponsors throughout the season.
Despite being a member of staff down following the departure of Dominic Ellam before the Christmas period, Ed Mitchell and
Sarah Kearney have coped splendidly with the additional workload and have gone beyond the call of duty in helping the ESFA to
deliver, what is arguably, one of the association’s most successful seasons ever.

3.3 COMMUNITY & PR
The public relations of the ESFA have made vast improvements on how it presents itself to membership over the last year.
Twitter - Follower numbers have increased by 2100 in 9 months and on average the ESFA have gained 200 new followers every
month. Tweets and hash-tags since the start of March 2015 reached 37,000 people with 2500 of our membership and beyond
interacting with ESFA tweets.
YouTube - A YouTube Channel has been created for schools to send footage of fixtures, finals, festivals and students engaging in
just playing football.
247.TV - 247.TV are streaming our International fixtures and National Finals live via the internet for a subscription. This has further
enhanced our reputation and gives the players involved a platform to be seen by many more people across the country. It is
especially useful if parents/carers or relatives cannot travel to the fixture.
Website - There has been an increase in news stories published with more people ‘hitting’ the website per month than ever before.
As of March 2015 it was receiving approximately 220,000 hits per month. It must be noted that the increased exposure of the ESFA
has resulted in almost 50% of visitors to our website being new.
PlayStation - The ESFA has have continued to work closely with HPS Jardine throughout season, securing ten locations for
successful ‘tie of the round’ events with fantastic national publicity with Premier league players actively involved in the day
including Gary Cahill (Chelsea and England), Leighton Baines (Everton and England), Adam Lallana (Liverpool and England) and
Harry Kane (Tottenham Hotspurs and England).
The ESFA was also involved in a very successful photo competition this year with the winners receiving £1,000 in school equipment
and a PS4 for the winning school photographer.
There has also been greater exposure in local and National media with many of the ESFA’s International fixtures and Cup Finals
being in the spotlight. The international players still get much praise for their primary liaison during the International fixtures.
The emails and letters of thanks from the individuals who receive long service awards is also an excellent feature of the ESFA’s
continued work to support membership.

3.4 GOVERNANCE
Governance has continued to review ESFA Policy documentation. Implementation of the FA’s Whole Game System continues and
is firmly embedded into the current Business Plan for 2015-2019. Governance has considered and streamlined rules for National
Competitions.
The Governance Working Party, set up last year, contributed significantly towards a recently appointed Strategy Group’s brief
looking into the possibility of a Structural Review of the Association. Next year Governance will play a significant and important
role in this continuing review, ensuring that the ESFA is fit for purpose in the 21 st Century.
Governance has worked closely with the ESFA’s CWOs producing guidelines on Compliance and First Aid at matches. Future
collaborative work will feature guidelines on Head Injuries and the suitability of referees for Schools’ Football.

3.5 DEVELOPMENT
The development group was set up with a wide ranging brief to look at areas not covered by other committees and also to subsume
the festivals committee. The group has covered several areas and working alongside the SMT and the FDM have put in place a new
SLA (Service Level Agreement) for Counties. This was part of the FA's conditions on the funding of the Association. The final
document involved several rewrites before its acceptance by Council.
The group also oversees the some of the work of the FDM and has monitored the funding and bids of the groups applying for monies
to run the disability and girls’ festivals. Again the FA have switched the focus to mass participation and the funding conditions mean
that festivals involving County or District teams are no longer eligible for FA monies.
The Isle of Wight Festival had another good year and Dawn Howard and Gerry Smith are to be congratulated on overseeing one of
the ESFA's longest running events. A Festival also took place in Jersey.
The Development Committee has looked at the Repton coaching course and recommended that it become an Under 17 Course and it
will be of interest to see if this can re-stimulate a growth in numbers of those who will sign up for this residential coaching
experience.
Futsal has also been discussed and funding forms have gone out with the aim of trying to form hubs in various districts.
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SECTION 4 – LIAISON
4.1 FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION
Mike Spinks was elected by his Council colleagues to be the ESFA’s representative on the FA Council. As his nomination was
tabled mid-way through the season he was unable to sit on any Committees. He has been assured that he will be fully involved from
the start of next season. Following the retirement of John Read, the ESFA has had no representation at important meetings of The FA
this season. The Chairman attended three meetings of the FA Council in January, April and May and reported back to Council on
each occasion.

4.1.1 The National Game
The ESFA has not been represented at these meetings during the past season. It is hoped that the ESFA will be offered its rightful
place back next season as there is one specifically for an education representative. The other nominations for the education spot that
the NGB will receive are likely to come from the Independent Schools Football Association (ISFA) and Oxford and Cambridge
Universities.

4.1.2 FA Development Committee
Mike Spinks has been invited to meetings of the FA Development Committee as an observer since January this year. He was allowed
to speak against a proposition that would have meant The FA abandoning the “Saturday rule.” This would have meant that schools
football and all other school activities would have had no priority over club football on a Saturday as they do now. It would have had
serious consequences for our County and District teams. With the support of the ISFA the proposition from The FA was defeated
and the ESFA Council very much hope that the matter is now closed and will not be resurrected in the near future

4.1.3 FA/ESFA Partners Working Group
This group meets on a regular basis, usually at Wembley Stadium. Its Chairman is Peter Clayton, the FA representative on the ESFA
Council. Geoff Lee, a former ESFA Chairman, and Donna McIvor, National Manager for Education at The FA are the other FA
representatives. The ESFA contingent comprises the Chairman, Vice-Chairman and the Chairman of Trustees.
Towards the end of the season the group dealt with an issue for next season where it appeared that The FA wanted to take away the
“Saturday rule” from girls’ football, in relation to the timing of Inter-County Girls football on the second Saturday of each month.
After some background work behind the scenes by members of the group this threat has now been dropped and the Under 14 and
Under 16 Inter-County Girls football will continue on the 2nd Saturday of the month in Season 2015-2016.

4.2 FA YOUTH COMMITTEE
Council hope that the ESFA’s representative, Mike Spinks, will be able to take a place on this Committee as from the start of next
season.

4.2.1 Victory Shield
This tournament takes place during the Autumn Term and is contested by England, Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales. The
England team is run by The FA. They were beaten in October and November by both Wales and Scotland. Subsequently a decision
was reached at Wembley that The FA did not wish to take any further part in the Victory Shield as it was felt that they wanted to
expose their Under 16 team to opposition from other parts of the world.

4.2.2 U16 Montaigu Tournament
The FA remain keen to take part in this tournament which takes place in the week leading up to Easter with the Final being played
on the Easter Monday which is also a Bank Holiday in France. The ESFA Chairman was invited to join FA Council Members Bob
Cotter (Northamptonshire) and Jack Pearce (Sussex) for the duration of the tournament in the Vendee region of North-West France.
England Under 16s were placed in a league which comprised Mexico (won 4-1), Turkey (won 1-0) and Ivory Coast (drew 1-1).
Their top place league position saw them through to the Final against France. This match was played before a crowd of 8,000 people
in Montaigu and England emerged as 3-1 winners.

4.3 THE BARCLAYS PREMIER LEAGUE
The ESFA has been forging some very good links with the Premier League in recent seasons. The most recent development has been
the appointment of our member of staff David Ebberson to be the Premier League Initiative Co-ordinator. The ESFA and Premier
League have agreed a scheme whereby they offer financial support for our Under 11 Primary District Associations. Each affiliated
Primary Association (or all-age Association) is entitled to present a scheme of their activities during the season. Bids may be for
boys or girls District teams or both. Council thank David Ebberson for the positive way in which he has forged links with the
Premier League staff, Martyn Heather and Monica Golding in particular.

4.4 CHILD WELFARE
There are now FA qualified Welfare Officers in almost 100% of Associations running representative teams. The National Welfare
officers continue to work closely with County FAs to ensure appropriate training is provided locally and Associations are now fully
committed to the process which has become embedded in ESFA policy.
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The NWOs are working with County and District Associations to build a national database of managers and coaching staff in
representative football, to ensure appropriate FA Criminal Record Checks and Safeguarding training is in place. All individuals
involved in coaching representative teams must be compliant in order to run a team from the start of the 2015-2016 season.
Regular newsletters have been distributed electronically to Welfare Officers and Association Secretaries with safeguarding
information and guidance and explaining the affiliation requirements.
Poor practice cases have been dealt with by local Associations, liaising with the National Welfare Officers in more serious matters.
The NWOs have established good working relationships with Case Management at The FA and with local safeguarding colleagues
within the statutory agencies (i.e. the LEA, social services and the police), allowing for efficient and informed risk assessments on
local cases. Serious cases such as these remain steady in number and are dealt with in line with FA policy. The NWOs have attended
strategy meetings to discuss cases across the country, when required.
Priorities for the 2015-2016 season include supporting Association Welfare Officers to ensure all their representative teams comply
with ESFA safeguarding policies and working with County and District Associations to make sure all referees appointed to
representative matches are FA qualified and registered.

4.5 SCHOOLS’ ASSOCIATION FOOTBALL INTERNATIONAL BOARD (SAFIB)
SAFIB (or to give it its full title the Schools Association Football International Board) is an organisation of affiliated countries from
around the world who have an interest in promoting football in their schools. As well as the British Isles representation many of the
European countries are affiliated as well as Australia and New Zealand. During the 2014-2015 season the ESFA Chairman and ViceChairman attended the Annual General Meeting in Cardiff in September 2014 and the Winter Meeting in Zurich in January 2015.
Next season’s AGM is in Dublin and the Winter Meeting is being held in Vienna.

4.5.1 2014 SAFIB UNDER 14 CUP
The Allen McKinstry Cup tournament is played annually in May. It is for the five boys’ school champion teams in the British Isles –
England, Northern Ireland, the Republic of Ireland, Scotland and Wales – in the Under 14 age group. This season the tournament
took place in Belfast and the ESFA representatives were Barnfield West Academy from Luton. They finished in a very creditable
third place behind the winners Calasanctius College from County Galway in the Republic of Ireland and runners up Braidhurst High
from Motherwell in Scotland.

4.6 SARA
The Sport and Recreation Alliance is the umbrella body for sport and recreation. It is always in the forefront and 'on the ball' when it
comes to understanding what its members want from the policy world. At present it is looking to raise the heartbeat of the nation
with the help of five key asks of the new Government in the shape of the Ministers' To-Do List project. These five key proposals are:
1) Support sport and recreation from the grass roots up, through fair and sustainable strategies;
2) Increase investment in initial teacher training for primary school teachers to ensure high quality PE, sport and physical activity
from the start of the educational journey;
3) Ensuring every local authority produces a robust and comprehensive strategy for physical activity opportunities in response to
local needs;
4) Keeping the UK the home of world-class sport through major events legislation and dedicated resources to protect sporting
integrity; and
5) Appointing a dedicated Minister for the Outdoors to deliver a co-ordinated strategy to maximise the full potential of the natural
environment.
Through its membership, the Alliance has highlighted that the promotion of school sport is of the utmost importance and has made
this fact well known to the Minister and staff at the Department of Culture, Media and Sport. The ESFA is pleased to support the
Alliance in its aims and objectives and continues to take advantage of the benefits that come from Membership.

4.7 NCSS
The ESFA remains supportive of the work of the NCSS which aims to facilitate contact between all those organising school sport,
including School Sport Associations and National Governing Bodies. It also connects its members with The Youth Sport Trust
and The Sport and Recreation Alliance.
The NCSS links with the International School Sport Federation and offers school teams, and, in some sports, selected teams, the
opportunity to compete internationally. The NCSS is still the collective voice of extra-curricular school sport in England and through
the ESFA membership and regular contribution at meetings we are kept informed of changes in government policy and funding.
The NCSS this year discussed topics such as competition structures in all member sports and international opportunities which might
be available.
The NCSS has its own website and produces an E-Zine on a regular basis. At this year’s AGM the NCSS Chairman, John Arnold
(Table Tennis), and Vice Chair, Helen Weston (Tennis), resigned after many years of sterling work. The ESFA would like to express
sincere gratitude for their efforts on behalf of schools sports.
Pam Burrage (Tennis) takes over as Chair of the Council and John Stiven (Swimming) will be her Vice- Chairman. The challenges
for the NCSS and school sports in general remain and the ESFA wishes them every success in the future.
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SECTION 5 – FESTIVALS
5.1 UNDER 11 JERSEY
A week of sunshine and good football was to follow as thirteen teams arrived by air throughout the day on Saturday, 4 th April.
Gloucester, Orpington, Potters Bar and St Albans each brought two teams and Barking & Dagenham, Hackney, Jersey, Newbury,
Plymouth and Thurrock completed the full complement of fourteen sides which were placed into two groups of seven. The league
format was played out over the first six days. One inter-group match per day ensured that all teams were engaged from Sunday
through to Thursday. The final day was set aside for a series of inter-group matches. A total in excess of 100 visiting spectators,
together with numerous local supporters ensured a large gathering on the touchlines each day, and they were to witness many
examples of fine skilful football. The great majority of games were close-fought encounters played in the best sporting spirits.
However, it is too easy when compiling a report of this nature to ignore recording examples of poor attitude and behaviour on the
field of play but sad to say there were some examples. Unless these are recognised, reported and dealt with they will grow in number
as more children ape what they see as common-place in televised professional games. In this instance, the guilty will know or
hopefully be informed of their misdemeanours by their teachers. There will be no excuse for repetition.
For the third year in succession the Festival was sponsored by PwC who provided inscribed T-shirts, certificates and printed
programmes to all players, and undertook a major portion of the cost of minibus and hire car transport provision for all visiting
groups. All teams with the exception of Potters Bar A and St.Albans A and B, experienced the educational value of learning how to
deal with Festival losses and wins.
The Metropole Hotel provided sole occupancy and full board accommodation for the total visiting party which added considerably
to the experience of living together and building relationships. It was most pleasing and much appreciated that Jersey was able to
welcome the attendance of ESFA Chairman, Mike Spinks, who had gone out of his way at some considerable personal expense to
include the Jersey Festival in his extremely busy schedule.
A representative of PwC, the Jersey team and officials and Festival referees all joined together with the resident contingent to bring
the event to its official conclusion at a final Dinner on the Friday evening. Individual certificates were presented to all players and
special presentations, recognising various periods of Festival attendance were made to Ann Blue (Orpington) 20 years, Brian
Willerton (Hackney) 30 years and David Downs (Reading & CWO) 40 years.
Finally, a magnificent perpetual shield donated by Alan Blue (Orpington) for annual presentation to the referee officiating at the
current Festival and who has officiated at Festivals over the longest period of time was made on this first occasion to Paul Daniel.
The sun still shone and there were no delays when all departing aircraft left the island at various times throughout the day on
Saturday, 11th April.

5.2 UNDER 13 &14 ISLE OF WIGHT
The 28th successive Festival on the Isle of Wight (and the 32nd in all) took place for the 9th time at the PGL Centre at Wootton from
6th to 10th April. For the third successive season, there was an Under 13 section as well as the traditional Under 14 grouping. Most of
the Associations taking part were regular visitors although the big disappointment was that for the first time since the Festival has
been on the Island, there was no local side taking part.
Those who were in residence were Bridgwater (2 teams), Coventry, Derby, Newham, North Somerset (2 teams), Plymouth,
Tameside, Vale of White Horse, West Cornwall (2 teams) and Yeovil and District (2 teams) while the organisers were grateful to the
Gosport and Fareham and Havant and District Associations for travelling from the mainland on some days.
The games were generally well contested, illustrated by the fact that no team finished with a 100% record during the week although
West Cornwall, Tameside and Yeovil and District were undefeated at Under 14 level and Newham in the Under 13 group.
Remarkably, the Vale of White Horse Under 14s drew all four of their matches. The only trophy on offer was again the Bert Worrall
Fair Play Shield which is awarded to the squad which has shown the highest standards of sportsmanship and behaviour during the
Festival; Coventry were this season’s winners and besides the Shield, the Association, like all those in the top five, received some
financial support from the host PGL for which the ESFA is most grateful.
The Isle of Wight clubs were as generous and hospitable as ever in providing grounds for the matches and the English Schools’ F.A.
owes them a great debt of gratitude for their continued support. The Festival continued to use to use a large number of young match
referees who were guided by experienced mentors and most games were covered by three officials. The result sheets which were
completed diligently by the majority of Associations indicated that the indefinable Festival spirit which the ESFA has encouraged
over the years is still widespread.
The success of the activities and most of the arrangements are a reflection of the outstanding work of Dawn Howard, the ESFA
Finance Officer (and her sister!), not only during the week but in the long and sometimes frustrating period leading up to the Festival
and handling any of the inevitable ‘blips’ during the event.
It is hoped that the Festival will continue to provide a memorable experience for players, parents and staff in the future. Thanks go to
the long standing Chairman of the Organising Committee, Gerry Smith, and to all Team Managers, referees, coaches and the staff
of PGL for their contributions to another successful week.
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SECTION 6 – COMPETITIONS
U12 Boys Indoor 5-A-Side Cup Final - Sponsored By Munich Trophies
Monday 2 March 2015 - Powerleague, Derby
St Ignatius College
1 (AET) The Oxford Academy
4 (PENS)
(Enfield SFA)
(Oxford City SFA)
U12 Girls Indoor 5-A-Side Cup Final - Sponsored By Munich Trophies
Monday 2 March 2015 - Powerleague, Derby
Christleton High School
1
Queen Elizabeth’s High School
(Chester SFA)
(Lincoln & Gainsborough SFA)
U12 Boys Schools Cup Final - Sponsored By PlayStation
Monday 18 May 2015 - The Madejski Stadium, Reading FC
The Oxford Academy
1
Cardinal Heenan Sports College
(Oxford City SFA)
(Liverpool SFA)
U12 Boys Schools Cup for B Teams Final - Sponsored By PlayStation
Monday 18 May 2015 - The Madejski Stadium, Reading FC
Glyn School
3
Stanley High School
(Sutton SFA)
(Sefton SFA)
U13 Boys Schools Cup Final - Sponsored By PlayStation
Wednesday 20 May 2015 - The Madejski Stadium, Reading FC
Royal Wootton Bassett Academy
3
Summerhill School
(Swindon SFA)
(Brierley Hill & Dudley SFA)
U13 Boys Schools Cup for B Teams Final - Sponsored By PlayStation
Tuesday 19 May 2015 - The Madejski Stadium, Reading FC
Glyn School
1
Thomas Telford School
(Sutton SFA)
(Telford & Wrekin SFA)
U13 Girls Schools Cup Final - Sponsored By PlayStation
Wednesday 20 May 2015 - The Madejski Stadium, Reading FC
St Ivo School
1
South Hunsley High School
(Huntingdon SFA)
(East Riding SFA)
U13 Boys Small Schools Cup Final - Sponsored By PlayStation
Tuesday 19 May 2015 - The Madejski Stadium, Reading FC
King’s School
2
Royal Docks Community School
(Chester SFA)
(Newham SFA)

1 (AET)
5 (PENS)

0

0

4

5

4

4

1

U13 Inter Association Trophy Final - Sponsored By PlayStation
Tuesday 12 May 2015 - Goodison Park, Everton FC
Liverpool SFA
1
Dacorum SFA

2

U14 Boys Inter County Trophy Final - Sponsored By PlayStation
Tuesday 12 May 2015 - Goodison Park, Everton FC
Merseyside CSFA 3 (AET)
Kent CSFA
5 (PENS)

3 (AET)
4 (PENS)

U14 Girls Inter County Trophy Final - Sponsored By PlayStation
Wednesday 6 May 2015 - Sixfields Stadium, Northampton Town FC
Lancashire CSFA
0 (AET) Essex CSFA
2 (PENS)

0 (AET)
0 (PENS)

U14 Boys Schools Cup Final - Sponsored By PlayStation
Monday 18 May 2015 - The Madejski Stadium, Reading FC
Barnfield West Academy
0
Cardinal Heenan Sports College
(Luton SFA)
(Liverpool SFA)
U14 Boys Schools Cup for B Teams Final - Sponsored By PlayStation
Monday 18 May 2015 - The Madejski Stadium, Reading FC
Weydon School
0
Thomas Telford School
(Aldershot & Farnborough SFA)
(Telford & Wrekin SFA)
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3

2

U14 Boys Small Schools Cup Final - Sponsored By PlayStation
Monday 18 May 2015 -The Madejski Stadium, Reading FC
Haverstock School
1 (AET) Stanley High School
4 (PENS)
(Islington & Camden SFA)
(Sefton SFA)
U14 Boys Open Schools Cup Final - Sponsored By PlayStation
Wednesday 20 May 2015 -The Madejski Stadium, Reading FC
South Hunsley High School
2 (AET) Oakwood Park Grammar School
3 (PENS)
(East Riding SFA)
(Maidstone SFA)
U14 Girls Schools Cup Final - Sponsored By PlayStation
Tuesday 19 May 2015 - The Madejski Stadium, Reading FC
Trinity School
1
Thomas Estley Community College
(Carlisle SFA)
(South Leicestershire SFA)
U15 Inter Association Trophy Final - Sponsored By PlayStation
Friday 8 May 2015 - St Andrew’s Stadium, Birmingham City FC
Wirral SFA
1 (AET) Aldershot & Farnborough SFA
2 (PENS)
U15 Boys Schools Cup Final - Sponsored By PlayStation
Wednesday 20 May 2015 - The Madejski Stadium, Reading FC
St Margaret’s CE Academy
0
Haberdasher’s Askes’ Knights Acad
(Liverpool SFA)
(Bromley SFA)
U15 Boys Small Schools Cup Final - Sponsored By PlayStation
Tuesday 19 May 2015 - The Madejski Stadium, Reading FC
Blacon High School
1
Broadlands Academy
(Chester SFA)
(Bath SFA)
U15 Boys Open Schools Cup Final - Sponsored By PlayStation
Wednesday 20 May 2015 - The Madejski Stadium, Reading FC
Coombe Boys’ School
9
Ribblesdale High School Tech Coll
(Kingston SFA)
(Hyndburn & Ribble Valley SFA)
U15 Girls Schools Cup Final - Sponsored By PlayStation
Tuesday 19 May 2015 - The Madejski Stadium, Reading FC
Didcot Girls’ School
3
Woldgate College
(Vale of White Horse SFA)
(East Riding SFA)

1 (AET)
3 (PENS)

2 (AET)
4 (PENS)

5

1 (AET)
4 (PENS)

1

3

0

2

U16 Inter County Boys Trophy Final
Friday 8 May 2015 - St Andrew’s Stadium, Birmingham City FC
Durham CSFA
3
Oxfordshire CSFA

0

U16 Inter County Girls Trophy Final
Wednesday 6 May 2015 - Sixfields Stadium, Northampton Town FC
Lancashire CSFA
2
Essex CSFA

0

U16 Boys Schools Cup Final - Sponsored By The Premier League
Friday 1 May 2015 - St Andrew’s Stadium, Birmingham City FC
West Derby School
1
Beechen Cliff School
(Liverpool SFA)
(Bath SFA)
U16 Boys Small Schools Cup Final - Sponsored By The Premier League
Friday 1 May 2015 - St Andrew’s Stadium, Birmingham City FC
Buckswood School
3
Batley Grammar School
(South East Sussex SFA)
(Spen Valley SFA)
U16 Girls Schools Cup Final - Sponsored By The Premier League
Friday 1 May 2015 - St Andrew’s Stadium, Birmingham City FC
Stratford Upon Avon School
2
St Bede’s RC High School
(Mid & South Warwickshire SFA)
(Blackburn & Darwen SFA)
U18 Boys Inter County Trophy Final
Wednesday 11 March 2015 - The R Costings Abbey Stadium, Cambridge United FC
Kent CSFA
3
Humberside CSFA

9

0

1

7

4

U18 Girls Schools Trophy Final
Wednesday 25 March 2015 - The Keepmoat Stadium, Doncaster Rovers FC
John Madejski Academy
2
Balby Carr Community Academy
(Reading SFA)
(Doncaster SFA)
U18 Boys Schools Trophy Final
Tuesday 31 March 2015 - Highbury Stadium, Fleetwood Town FC
Monkseaton High School
2
Barking Abbey School
(North Tyneside SFA)
(Barking & Dagenham SFA)
U18 Boys Colleges Trophy Final
Wednesday 25 March 2015 - The Keepmoat Stadium, Doncaster Rovers FC
Myerscough College
3 (AET) Hartpury College
(Preston SFA)
(West Gloucestershire SFA)
U18 Girls Colleges Trophy Final
Tuesday 31 March 2015 - Highbury Stadium, Fleetwood Town FC
West Herts College
0
Gateshead College
(Watford & District SFA)
(Gateshead SFA)

0

0

4 (AET)

1

ESFA / NDCSA Senior Boys 5-a-side Cup
Tuesday 2 February 2015 - Powerleague, Derby
Hamilton Lodge (League Table)
ESFA / NDCSA Junior Boys 5-a-side Cup
Tuesday 2 February 2015 - Powerleague, Derby
Royal School for the Deaf, Derby (League Table)
ESFA / NDCSA Girls 5-a-side Cup
Tuesday 2 February 2015 - Powerleague, Derby
Heathlands A
2

Braidwood A

0

HONORARY AUDITORS’ REPORT
The audit took place on the 11th, 12th & 13th March and 14th & 15th April 2015. The following activities were undertaken:
 A meeting with Dawn Howard (Finance Officer), Mike Coyne (Trustee) and Mark Ashton from the professional auditors
(Lancaster & Co.). The financial statements were inspected and questions asked.
 The Association’s two CWO’s, Sarah DaCosta and Martin Duffield were interviewed.
 The members of the headquarters office staff were interviewed individually.
 There was also a meeting with the Chairman: Mike Spinks and Chairman of Trustees: Mike Coyne.
 A meeting was also held with Richard Graham, the Independent Council Member.
 The Hon. Auditors also attended a Council Meeting and gave a verbal and written report of their activities and findings.
The main observations from these activities are:
1. The cooperation between Dawn Howard and Lancaster & Co. continues to be excellent and the relationship works to the
benefit of the ESFA.
2. Once again our office staff have worked extremely hard to service the needs of the Association, latterly in the absence of a
Chief Executive.
3. The deficit of expenditure over income for 2014 is £143,100, following a surplus in 2013 of £17,000. It would have been
over £300,000 had the Trustees not released the full £170,000 from the Property Grant Fund rather than the usual £4000. The
clearing of the debt on the ESFA office building has made this transfer of money from the reserves possible.
The decrease in income from the FA has also caused a major reassessment of the budget. The recorded income from the
Football Association has fallen by over £200,000 between 2013 and 2014.
4. The report produced by the Review Group in 2011 produced seventeen recommendations. All the items in the report have
been considered by Council Members. Sixteen have been either implemented or are in progress, the only one not to likely to
be implemented is a ‘Quality Mark’ for schools.
5. Independent Council Member
The Hon. Auditors are proposing that Richard Graham continues in his role. We have recommended to the Council that the
Independent Council Member, whilst being elected annually, should serve for a maximum of four years. The rationale behind
this recommendation is maintaining the role of the ICM in bringing fresh ideas and a different perspective to Council.
6. Child Welfare Officers
The Hon. Auditors are extremely happy that the Child Welfare Officers are working effectively on the Association’s behalf,
but feel that there should be a more clearly defined link between Disciplinary Procedures and Child Welfare.
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7. Website
The upgrading of the website is very welcome and it certainly looks more attractive. However, it still needs some
development to make it easier to navigate certain sections as it is often difficult to find the required information.
8. The number of Associations who applied for Grant Support in the County Business Plans for 2015 is 84% of the membership.
This is an increase on the 2014 applications.
P.B. Jordan, D. Lailey, D. Prothero
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